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vinced, even thought of escape, though Gourgaud records a jesting scheme for this purpose, launched by the Emperor, amid laughter, after dinner. He based such meagre hopes as he entertained on the opposition party in Parliament, or on Princess Charlotte's succession to the crown. And so he desires Malcolm and Gourgaud to set forth all his grievances to that princess.
Napoleon had the faculty, when he chose, of creating a fool's paradise for himself. In the Russian campaign he had, for example, ordered his marshals to operate with armies which he knew had ceased to exist. When they remonstrated, he simply replied : "Why rob me of my calm?" When the allies invaded France he professed to rely greatly on the army of Marshal Macdonald. "Would you like/' said the marshal to Beugnot, "to review my army? It will not take you long. It consists of myself and my chief of the staff. Our supplies are four straw chairs and a plank table." Again, during the campaign of 1814, the Emperor was detailing his plans to Marmont. Marmont was to do this and that with his corps of ten thousand men. At each repetition of this figure Marmont interrupted to say that he had only three. Yet Napoleon persisted to the end: "Marmont with his ten thousand men." But the strangest instance of this is detailed by Meneval, who tells us that when the Emperor added up numbers of his soldiers he always added them up wrong, and always swelled the total. So at St. Helena he really, we think, brought himself to believe that he would be released when Lord Holland became prime minister, or when Princess Charlotte ascended the throne. He sometimes even professed to be per-
126s belly yet, damn him.'"
